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Linux users can now control their homes remotely! Are you a Linux user who has ever wanted to

turn on the lights in your house, or open and close the curtains, while away on holiday? Want to be

able to play the same music in every room, controlled from your laptop or mobile phone? Do you

want to do these things without an expensive off-the-shelf kit? In Smart Home Automation with

Linux, Steven Goodwin will show you how a house can be fully controlled by its occupants, all using

open source software. From appliances to kettles to curtains, control your home remotely!
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You can easily invest a lot of time and money into Home Automation (HA) projects only to find they

don't work as anticipated. This book records the extensive experience of the author in HA and a

hence could be a good investment to help you avoid or at least reduce frustration and improve your

chances of successfully and enjoyably harnessing hardware and software to improve your quality of

life. To gain the maximum benefit from this book, you need to be competent at installing hardware

and wiring it up as well as doing web page development and scripting. Linux/Open Source Software

is the main HA vehicle covered for a number of reasons- the inheritance from Unix of applications

doing one thing and doing it well, the ability to use scripts to integrate key applications, and finally

the ability to customise applications to your needs due to the ready availablity of source code. While

there are plenty of illustrative snippets of code throughout the book, there are no complete



examples provided, nor are copies of the source code provided from the publisher's site. You may

find this acceptable given everyone's home automation solutions are unique, but I'm sure many

would appreciate seeing how a HA solution is integrated. Then again, perhaps the author was

concerned about the security risk to his HA implementation! To the author's credit, security

concerns are regularly addressed throughout the book. Comprising just 7 chapters, with no

appendices and an adequate index, this book still does a commendable job of covering the many

aspects anyone planning HA needs to consider before investing in any hardware.
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